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be raised by parents who are devoted to her 
well-being and bright future. Her birth is a 
blessing. 
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IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 8, 2006 

Mr. KILDEE. Mr. Speaker, I rise to honor 
George Weeks, who is retiring as a political 
columnist from The Detroit News, where he 
has written for over 20 years. George has 
been the premiere political columnist for Michi-
gan for over two decades. 

George Weeks was born in 1932 in Tra-
verse City, MI. A graduate of Traverse City 
High School in 1950, Weeks stayed close to 
home, earning his undergraduate degree in 
journalism from Michigan State University just 
4 years later. 

George Weeks spent the first 15 years of 
his journalism career at United Press Inter-
national, working as a Lansing staff cor-
respondent and later Bureau chief, Detroit Bu-
reau radio and news editor, diplomatic cor-
respondent, and Washington foreign editor. He 
also entered public service as press secretary, 
special counsel, and executive secretary for 
Michigan Governor William G. Milliken, who 
later remarked of Weeks’s character and 
credibility as the chief reason Weeks was able 
to seamlessly move from journalism to public 
service and back. 

In 1981, Weeks resumed his studies as a 
Kennedy Fellow at the prestigious Harvard 
University Institute of Politics. However, 
Weeks’s love for on-the-record journalism 
brought him back to print as a political col-
umnist for the Detroit News in 1983, where he 
remained until his retirement. During that time 
he freelanced many articles and has written 
several books on Michigan. Weeks was hon-
ored for his 40 years as journalist, historian, 
and public servant with a well-deserved place 
in the Michigan Journalism Hall of Fame in 
1996. 

Mr. Speaker, for over 20 years, George 
Weeks brought a keen eye, a sharp wit and a 
unique perspective to Michigan and national 
politics. His work will be greatly missed by the 
people of Michigan. 
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GEORGE WEEKS 
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IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 8, 2006 

Mr. DINGELL. Mr. Speaker, today I rise to 
pay tribute to my dear friend, George Weeks, 
on the occasion of his retirement from the De-
troit News after 22 years of distinguished serv-
ice. 

A long-time Michigan resident, George grad-
uated from Traverse City High School in 1950. 
He then earned a bachelor’s degree from 
Michigan State University in 1954. In 1981, 
George returned to the academic world at the 
Harvard University Institute of Politics as a 
Kennedy Fellow. 

George began his journalism career at 
United Press International in 1954. During his 

15 years there his duties included Lansing 
staff correspondent, Detroit Bureau radio and 
news editor, Lansing Bureau Chief, diplomatic 
correspondent and Washington foreign editor. 
In 1969 George began his career in the staff 
of Governor William G. Milliken as press sec-
retary and later became Milliken’s chief of 
staff. After 14 years in public service, George 
resumed his journalism career, becoming a 
political columnist for The Detroit News. 

Over the span of his career, George has 
covered the White House, State Department 
and Pentagon, was a panelist on ‘‘Meet the 
Press,’’ and was a member of the White 
House Correspondents Association, the State 
Department Correspondents Association and 
Overseas Writers. He is also a recipient of the 
Outstanding Alumni Award of MSU’s College 
of Communications Arts and an inductee into 
the Michigan Journalism Hall of Fame. A 
noted author, George has published ‘‘Stew-
ards of the State: The Governors of Michi-
gan,’’ ‘‘Sleeping Bear: Its Lore, Legends and 
First People,’’ ‘‘Sleeping Bear: Yesterday and 
Today,’’ and co-authored ‘‘Michigan: Visions of 
Our Past.’’ 

His many accomplishments serve as a last-
ing example of excellence in journalism. Michi-
gan has been well-served by George Weeks, 
his insight and knowledge of Michigan politics 
will be deeply missed. 

I would like to thank George for his dedi-
cated service both to the Detroit News and the 
Michigan community. As he enters his retire-
ment years, I would ask that my colleagues 
join with Deborah and I to wish him and his 
wife, Mollie, a very happy, healthy and relax-
ing future. 
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Mr. UPTON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
pay tribute to Mr. George Weeks, a long-time 
political journalist for the Detroit News, who is 
set to retire from writing his weekly column. 
Mr. Weeks has had a long and illustrious ca-
reer as a journalist—evidenced by his induc-
tion into the Michigan Journalism Hall of Fame 
in 1996. However, his accolades and accom-
plishments are by no means limited to the field 
of journalism. 

Mr. Weeks not only reported political news, 
but helped make some of it himself. He served 
as press secretary and chief of staff for Gov-
ernor William G. Milliken for 14 years. Mr. 
Weeks used the expertise he gained in Gov-
ernor Milliken’s office to earn the position of a 
Kennedy Fellow at Harvard University. 

Mr. Weeks, a native of Traverse City, MI, is 
a true Michiganian—an expert, not only in 
Michigan politics, but in Michigan culture and 
history as well. I would like to extend my 
thanks to him for all of his good work and wish 
him well in his retirement. The Wolverine State 
is better off for the contributions of George 
Weeks. 

HONORING GEORGE WEEKS ON HIS 
RETIREMENT 

HON. JOHN J.H. ‘‘JOE’’ SCHWARZ 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, February 8, 2006 

Mr. SCHWARZ of Michigan. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to honor George Weeks as he re-
tires as a columnist for The Detroit News. 

George Weeks has seen it all. No one 
knows more about the issues that are impor-
tant to Michigan than him. He’s been around 
politics and government longer than most peo-
ple I know, and as such, like few others, he 
can be counted on to provide insight and per-
spective on the news of the day. He not only 
tells readers what the news is, but he tells 
them what it means. 

George began his journalism career with 
United Press International, covering the White 
House, Foggy Bottom and Capitol Hill. He 
rose to the post UPI’s top foreign editor. After 
his work in Washington, George exchanged 
the U.S. Capitol for the State Capitol upon be-
coming UPI’s Lansing bureau chief. Recog-
nizing his talent, he was soon tapped by Gov. 
William Milliken to serve as his press sec-
retary and rounded out his service to the ad-
ministration as the governor’s chief of staff. 

Since that time, George has ably served 
The Detroit News as its political columnist. 
George’s passion for Michigan, the Great 
Lakes and the environment in general is evi-
dent in every column he writes. A workhorse 
and not a showboat, George effectively brings 
attention to the most important issue facing 
our Nation, without making the story about 
himself. He has always conducted himself with 
the utmost dignity and integrity and it has 
been a pleasure to work with him. 

With great pleasure I join my colleagues in 
honoring George Weeks, a great journalist. 
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HONORING DETROIT NEWS COL-
UMNIST GEORGE WEEKS UPON 
HIS RETIREMENT 

HON. PETER HOEKSTRA 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 8, 2006 

Mr. HOEKSTRA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to honor the Detroit News columnist George 
Weeks upon his retirement. 

George Weeks, who with the support of his 
wife, Mollie, covered Michigan politics for the 
Detroit News since 1984 with depth, integrity 
and fairness. George Weeks is a rare profes-
sional who during his career was able to 
seamlessly transition from reporting on politics 
to serving in government to returning to his 
original craft. 

After initially serving his country in the U.S. 
Army, George Weeks launched his career in 
journalism by working for United Press Inter-
national in Lansing and Detroit. He would later 
become UPI’s diplomatic correspondent and 
Washington foreign editor, positions that took 
him to regions spanning the globe. 

He began his service in government as the 
press secretary to Michigan Governor William 
G. Milliken in 1969, and later rose to become 
the governor’s executive secretary. In 1984, 
he returned to the fourth estate when he be-
came a columnist for the Detroit News with a 
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